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Paviors Social Media Policy 

 
It is recognised that Social Media is embedded within our culture and everyday practice, however it 
is essential that in the same way Paviors RFC has a responsibility for the physical safety of the 
children, young people and vulnerable adults when visiting the club’s premises, the club must also 
ensure that the same protection is afforded when using social networking methods of 
communication.  
 
Club Website  
 
Paviors RFC is legally and morally responsible for the content of its website. Paviors RFC will 
nominate a designated person to oversee the content of the website and ensure that there is no 
abusive or inappropriate content (photos, video or text) placed on the site itself which may cause 
distress or harm a child, directly or indirectly. 
 
Photos and video  
 
Photos and video clips can make any child featured vulnerable to grooming and place them at risk 
of becoming a victim of Child Sexual Exploitation, if information about the child (name, address, 
activities or interests) is also disclosed. Furthermore, posting an image on the website carries a 
risk that the image could be taken and adapted for an inappropriate use.  
It is essential that parental permissions are gained before any photographic image of a child or 
young person is placed on the website or group social media site.  
 
Special consideration must be given to Looked after Children who may be placed at risk if their 
image is placed on a social network site. Permission must be sought from their parents/carer’s and 
the Local Authority (where applicable) that is responsible for their welfare.  
 
Mobile and on-line communication with children 
  
On-line communication can be defined as email, instant messaging or social networking sites. The 
following rules are enforced by Paviors RFC: 

 

 When communicating by phone, where possible Club Officials and coaches should 
speak to the parent or carer of the child or young person. 

 

 Club Officials and coaches should not communicate with individual children by text or 
on-line at any time, on any matter, unless there is an immediate risk to the welfare of 
that child which can be lessened by such contact  

 

 If a club needs to communicate club-related information to children by email (such as 
training or match details), it should use email groups comprising of email addresses 
given by parents. It is inadvisable for a coach to communicate by email on a one-to-one 
basis with a child; if replying to an email from a child the parent should be copied in to 
the response 

 

 Coaches and Club Officials should not individually communicate with children through 
social networking sites such as Facebook, Snap chat, whatsapp. Coaches should not 
be “friends” with the children they coach and they should not comment on their status 
as this can open a coach up to allegations.



 

K-2 

 

 It is recommended that if Facebook is used as a means to communication that a 
group/team site is set up and parents and the club Safe Guarding officer are invited to 
join the group. This will ensure complete transparency show the clubs commitment to 
its duty of care.  

 

Safeguarding Officer:     Jim McDonald 
Junior Chairman:     Stewart Digweed 
Coaches’ Co-ordinator:    Dave Robinson 
 
Updated August 2018. 
  


